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To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 

Sin—Will you be willing to give an ex- 
planation of the 4th, 5th and 6th verses of 
the 20th chapter of the Revelation of St. 
John? Particularly, who are'they that lived 
not again till the thousand years were fin- 
ished? And what do you understand by the 
first resurrection ? From the 7th to the 10th 
verse inclusive. What thousand years are 
those? Who are they, that are deceived ? 
How arethey deceived? Who is the Devil, 
that deceived them? Where was he cast? 
What is meant by the Beast and False 
Prophet ? The last clause in the 14th verse. 
“ This is the second death.” 

In answering my request, you will o- 
blige your friend, &c. CLERICUS. 

‘The things contained in this Book, or the 
substance, of which it is composed, are at- 
tended with considerable difficulty ; and, it 
must be confessed, that among the best 
writers on the Revelations; there has been 
a difference of opinion. Yet it seems easier 
to understand the matter generally, than it 
does the periods or particular times in which 
the events mentioned are to take place. We 
candidly acknowledge, that in writing of 
this Book especially, in many important 
particulars, it will become us to speak with 
modesty. We will, however, speak of the 
events themselves, and endeavour to ex- 
plain the several terms in the passages with 
the times. 

In Mat. xix. 28, and Luke xxii. 30, we 
read of the promise, which Christ made 
to his disciples, that they should sit on the 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel. Likewise Dan. vii. 10, the judg- 
ment was set and the Books were opened. 
Whatever may be the nature or design of 
the judgment here mentioned, it is evident 
that the time of it was that of the fourth 
Beast, which was terrible and strong ex- 
ceedingly: and during the reign of the 
sixth head of that Beast, and in the former 
part of its reign. 

That the reader may have a better un- 
derstanding of these things, we will briefly 
notice, that this fourth Beast, which was 
dreadful and terrible, and strong exceed- 
ingly, Dan. vii. 8, was the Roman people 


_ Theseven Heads were the seven distinct 
forms of government under which that peo- 
ple were governed. | 

The first Head was that of Kinos; the 
period of whose beginning; and, conse- 
quently, of ROME itself, was about 750 
years before Christ: 

This kingly government or first head, 
continued till Tarquin the proud, and then 
ceased. } 

The second Head or form of govern- 
ment, was that of Consus. 

The third Head was that of Decemvirt. 

‘The fourth Head was that of 'Trisunes 
of the People. 

The filth Head was that of PerrervaL 
Dicrators. 

The sixth Head was that of Emperors. 

The seventh Head was that of Popgs. 

The sixth Head, or Emperors, began 
about 50 years before Christ, under Julius 
Cesar, the first Roman Emperor. His 
reign continued till the year before Christ 
28, when his nephew Octavius Cesar, af- 
terwards surnamed Augustus Cesar began 
to reign. His reign continued till the 14th 
year after Christ ; consequently the birth of 
Christ was in thé reign of Augustus Cesar. 
Luke ii. 1—11, inclusive. This sixth Head 
of the Beast continued for several hundred 
years dfter Christ, till the seventh and last 
Head, which was that of the Pope, com- 
menced. 

Christ and his Apostles lived in the time 
of the reign of the sixth Head; and since 
the 8th century, the seventh Head has 
reigned, and probably will reign, till about 
the year 2000, making a period of 1260 
years. 

This seventh Head is that mystery of in- 
iquity, which wrought in the Apostle’s day ; 
but it was let, or prevented from coming in- 
to full operation by the sixth Head, which 
then reigned. But about the year A. D. 
740, when the head of the Emperors was 
extinct, and that of the Pope’s was fully es- 
tablished ; then was revealed that Man of 
Sin, that mystery of iniquity, whom the 
Lord will destroy in his time. 2 Thess. ii. 
7, 8. 

"It is evident from the seventh chapter of 





united as a body politic. 





‘Daniel, that the judgment shall sit, and 
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H that they shall take away the dominion of 
apt this Beast, to consume and to destroy it 
1 unto the end. And the kingdom and the 
COR dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom 
under the whole heaven, shall be given to 
the people of the Saints of the Most High, 
whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
and all dominion shall serve and obey him. 





what is meant by the thrones in the fourth 
verse of the 20th chap. of Rev. Sitting on 
those thrones, and giving judgment to them 
that sit upon them, corresponds to the sit- 
tine of the judgment of the Apostles, who 
were to sit on thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel. 

It is not a literal, but figurative form of 
expression, denoting that the truths, which 
they taught, should accuse or else excuse 
mankind. 





(To be continued.) 





A Discourse on Demonology, or Doctrines 
of Devils, by the Rev. J. 8. Tnomrson. 

1 Tim. 4. 1. 

How deplorable is the state of the hu- 
man mind, degraded by superstition. Fear 
being the mother of superstition, we may 
reasonably expect her gods to be hideous 
and terrific. Hence an imaginary Devil 
has obtained the greatest veneration in 
many countries of Asia and Africa. And 
even at this time, however incredible, his 
worship is very prevalent throughout all 
christendom. Being the popular god of 
modern superstition, if any independent 





' 


% man, who dares to think, expresses a doubt 
i } of his existence, the alarm is sounded, and 
ri fearing that the empire of the god of this 
ta world is about to be upset, afl who wander 
4 after the beast, hasten to cry out for whole 


hours, great is the Devil whom we adore ! 
ier Be not surprised, the existence and influ- 
ence of the devil are as necessary to the 
creeds of modern times, as the honors of 
Diana fo the craftsmen of Ephesus! Among 
the various objects of blinded nations’ fear, 
the ghosts of departed heroes were admitted 
at a very early period. It was imagined by 
weak and perverted minds, that men who 
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tain their dispositions in the next; and be 
actively engaged in promoting the welfare 
of mankind, or plotting their ruin, as far as 
those propensities excited, or their influence 
extended. Therefore, men became natural- 
ly inclined to honor the good spirits for 
their. services, and offer sacrifices to the 


ers 


Dan. vii. 26, 27. This will explain to us 





had distinguished themselves, in this world, 
by either good or evil actions, would re- 
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Plato and many other eminent philosophers 
taught that all intercourse between the Dej- 
ty and mankind was carried on by means 
of demons, who ought on that account to re- 
ceive divine homage. This doctrine was re- 
ceived by many of the heathen nations, and 
even by many of the Jews, especially the Es- 
sens, who believed that thousands of these 
demons officiated as mediators with Jeho- 
vah, and therefore ought to be worshipped. 
It was also a general opinion, that acute 
diseases, plagues, apoplexies, epilepsies, 
&c. were operated by demons, or ghosts of 
wicked men, who entered the human bodies 
and destroyed those who were not power- 
fully supported by the good demons. Ac- 
cordingly we find, that in all the passages of 
scripture, which speak of persons possessed 
of devils, the original word is datmon and 
not diabolos, which should not therefore 
have been translated devil, nor devils. But 
it appears to have been an early and much 
agitated question among the philosophers, 
whence sprang that moral and physical evil 
which so often weakens the enjoyment and 
destroys the happiness of mankind. Being 
unwilling to abase human pride, by charg- 
ing it on man, or to attribute malevolence to 
the Deity, they imagined the existence of a 
wicked spirit to be absolutely necessary to 
the existence and continuance of disorder 
and pain in the world. But the quantum of 
evil being so great, they supposed that the 
évil spirit must neaily equal the Deity him- 
self in wisdom and power. This doctrine of 
devilism was derived from the Persian the- 
ology, which taught the co-existence and 
nearly co-equality of two great first causes $ 
the one the author of all good, the other the 
source of all evil. This absurd opinion was 
the invention of their Magi who were un- 
able to account for the origin of all evil, on 
any other principles. Very different from 
this wild fancy, was the message of Jeho- 
vah to Cyrus, by the Prophet Isaiah, which 
reproves the foolish sentiment, and declares 
Jehovah to be the author of light and dark- 
ness, and the creator of both good and evil. 
Indeed it is altogether impossible that good 
or evil could exist otherwise ; for that God 
who fills the immensity of space, must in- 
close in his very nature beings to whom he 
gave existence, and by whose fatherly care 
they are preserved. Hence it follows that 
the notion of the existence and influence of 
the devil is altogether inconsistent with cor- 





rect and scriptural views of the divine na- 


ture and character. Ifa devil exist, he must 
be the rival or servant of the Almighty. 


ev.l, to placate their malevolence! Hence |The first supposition is atheistic; for if 
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there be a God, he is without a rival ; nor 
would he suffer his designs to be frustrated, 

nor employ a servant to violate his laws, or 

disturb the peace of his empire. But says 

the objector, if there be no devil, then there 

is no God, no hell, no need of preaching ! 

I would not have noticed such manifest pue- 

rilities, were they not proclaimed by the 

doctors of divinity and theological profes- 

sors of our day, who sound the watch word 

of heresy, and lead the van of persecution. ' 
Is there no proof of God’s existence but that | 
the devil needs an opposer? O fie! Must; 
God exist and we preach for the devil’s | 
sake? Shame on those men who sacrifice 
truth and insult good sense, to fan the fire 
of fanaticism! Is the devil the maker and 
governor of the infernal regions? Then 
certainly he will take good care not to tor- 
meut himself nor his friends!’ The wicked 
have nothing to fear, for if any sufler, they 
must be the pious servants of God, who 
have rebelled against his satanic majesty ! 
Nioreover, if the devil be the director of 
heii, and fallen angels the inflictors of its 
punishments, can these unfortunate sufler- 
ers be the tormentors of men who have been 
equally so as themselves ? Then surely the 
devil and his angels are God’s servants, and 
must receive the reward of their services. 
But are God’s servants unhappy, and will 
virtue and misery be long connected? If 
not, then it follows that devils will be saints, 
and hell a field of liberty! The term Satan 
indicates no more than that propensity to 
evil so frequently observable in human con- 
duct, and which like the chemical doctrines 
of phlogiston and caloric, is of great utility 
for the explanation of difficulties. All clas- 
sical readers know that the most beautiful 
writings abound with bold, figurative, and 
hyperbolical descriptions. That nothing is 
more ornamental in poetry than prosopo- 
poeia, or the representation of good and evil 
qualities, virtues and vices, by personal 
characters. The word Satan sigiifies an ad- 
versary, and sometimes only an abstract 
quality, i. e. calumny. Accordingly, our 
translators have rendered the word through- 
out the bible. Though the term satan occur 
frequently in the scriptures, yet gencrally 
some human being is intended. David is so 
called, 1 Sam. xxix. 4. Hadad is denominat- 
ed Solomon’s devilor satan, 1 Kings, Xi. 
14. David describes those who rendered 
him evil for good as his satams; and prays 
that his satans might be clothed with 
shame. Ps. cix, 20, 29. Jesus calls Peter, 
satan, and Judas, a devil, Matt xvi. 23. 
John vi. 70. In the New Testament, treach- 
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erous men, slanderous women, and oppo- 
nents of every kind, are called satans or 
devils ; and these words signify no more 
than adverse propensities. Indeed it would 
be an impious reflection on the character of 
the Deity, to suppose he had formed and 
let loose myriads of malevolent spirits to 
destroy the happiness of mankind. If it be 
demanded whence arise those inducements 
to evil which so often disturb the peace of 
society, and ruin man’s happiness, the an- 
swer is both easy and scriptural. The heart 
is deceitful, and every man is tempted when 
he is drawn aside, or enticed by animal 
passions or bodily appetites. These expose 
us to innumerable trials and temptations. 
Intemperance, avarice, ambition, envy, and 
discontentment beset us in their turns, and 
without the utmost vigilance and circum- 
Spection, we are in danger of being over- 
come. Now can the just and merciful God, 
the father of mankind, and moral governor 
of the world, think these propensities to evil 
so insufficient for the trial of our virtues, 
that he must superadd the agency of an evil 
being so subtle, so malicious, and so power- 
ful as the Devil. What a desperate chance 
have we of succeeding against such an ad- 
versary. Shall we say, good is the will of 





the Lord, and that in all this he has done 


all things in wisdom! Banished forever be 
the thoughts from all rational and serious 
persons. God could no more act thus than 
cease to exist. Every principle of his na- 
ture holds such conduct in eternal abhor- 
rence. 

Let the believers in a devil, consider 

1. That the belief of his existence con- 
stitutes no fundamental article of the chris- 
tian faith ; no part of the new testament 
states the necessity of believing such an un- 
reasonable doctrine. ff particular passages 
seem to imply it or cannot be clearly ex- 
plained or understood, yet no inference 
should be drawn from a few passages that 
would contradict the decisions of reason and 
the general tenor of scripture. 

2. It was perfectly consistent with the 
mission of Jesus to adopt the language of the 
country on all subjects which did not con- 
stitute the main objects of that mission........ 
Christ came not to teach men philosophy, 
neither to spend his time in combatting the 


jewish demonology. 


3. No passage can be adduced to support 
the doctrine of a devil, which does not con- 
tradict some part of the received opinions 
on that dogma—but every text in all the 
scriptures which speaks of the devil or satan 
can be fairly interpreted or explained, cone 
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| sistent with the whole tenor of scripture, on 
bairg the supposition that there is no such being, 
iS but that these words universally mean an ad- 
versary or something adverse. 

We might have expected that the most 

ertinacious believers in a devil,would have 
rejoiced to find, that reason, scripture and 
common sense, are equally opposed to the 
terrifying dogma. But, alas ! such are the 
religious infatuation and credulity of man- 
kind, that an opinion once admitted is sel- 
dom rejected however palpably absurd or 
monstrously ridiculous. Hence we find 
christians cling as close to this doctrine, as 
if their present and future happiness depend- 
ed entirely on the existence and influence of 
an infernal fiend! Atheism and the disbe- 
lief of a devil vibrate the same feelings of 
horror in the superstitious mind ; and, per- 
haps, atheism itself is deemed by some to 
be less impious. 

But if a devil there be, possessed of those 
powers and attributes generally ascribed to 
him, Atheism becomes acceptable, and lo- 
ses all its hideous forms, for the existence of 
such a being proves the non-existence of 
God, or that he is deficient in wisdom, good- 
ness, and power. 

EG ¥73) 8 Why then should men be alarmed, when 
; this doctrine ig attacked or disputed—and 
why should the war-whoop of party be 
tas sounded, when we attempt to disprove and 
) explode this injurious and unreasonable o- 
pinion ? 

1 ¢ ee Has the devil created the universe, and 
ag fijled it with inhabitants ? Is he the author 








be of all good, on wkem our present and future 
ih) happiness depends? Did all being start 
ffi: into existence at his command, is it support- 
oh ed by his power ? Is his dominion unbound- 
He ed and perpetual, and shall his authoritative 
he voice awake the myriads ofthe dead, deter- 


mine their doom, appoint heaven as a re- 
ward for his enemies, and people the tarta- 
rian gulf with his allies and friends ? 

What impious absurdity P Jehovah alone 
holds the reigns of universal empire, and all 
that can excite our hopes in this world, or 
perfect our felicity in the next,is unconnect- 
ed with a satanic being. 

If the doctrine that teaches the existence 
bab oad and influence of a devil, involve serious con- 
| Me sequences, if it be anti-scriptural and unphi- 
losophical, if it be fatal to man’s moral im- 
provement, if it poison the stream of relig- 
ious knowledge at the fountain head by sup- 
posing that God has a powerful antagonist, 
whose designs he has been unable to frus- 
trate, and whose rebellion shall be as dura- 
ble as the divine existence. In short, if cor- 
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rect notions of the divine character and goy- 
ernment be inconsistent with the belief in 
such a being—for the honor of God and re- 
ligion, let the infamous doctrine be for ever 
rejected. 

Those who believe in the existence of a 
devil suppose that the evil which prevails in 
this world results from his infernal agency ; 
and also expect that the evil which will be 
still greater in another and future state of 
being. There they look for a hell, crowd- 
ed with inhabitants, through the resistless 
powers of diabolical influence : and this 
reign of misery, this triumph of the devil, 
they expect to be so complete and signal as 
to undergo no change through the revolution 
of eternal ages! ! 

How can persons who expect such a ca- 
tastrophy of human affairs, have correct no- 
tions of that God, who is all benevolence ; 


whose plans are conceived in wisdom and 


executed in mercy ; whose power cannot be 
esisted, and whose very name and nature 
are Love. Those who think God has a 
competitor, must deny the absolute will of 
the Deity, and his general providence, 
They derogate from his supremacy, and 


eclipse his glory. They dishonor him, and 


perplex themselves with wild and embarass- 
ing conclusions. In a word, they conjure up 
a devil to their own confusion, to the injury 
of christian truth, and the serious mischief 
of morality. The fear of a devil may per- 


‘haps keep some men of weak minds trona 


excessive vice, and make them slavishly 
religious, and hypocritically moral. But the 
love of God alone, proceeding from a grate- 
ful recollection of his goodness and provi- 
dential care, can produce genuine piety and 
virtue. 

It is somewhat outrageous to suppose, 
that the Devil will punish wicked men who 
sinned by his instigation, and performed 
all their wicked deeds, in obedience to his 
desires. Can the punishment of sinners be 
inflicted by that being whom they never of- 
fended ; and God, whose laws have been 
violated, have no concern in their suffer- 
ings. The belief in the existence of a devil 
is equally injurious to virtue, simplicity and 
christian truth. It affords a palliative for 
crimes, and induces men to believe that 
wicked thoughts and evil actions have not 
been fomented in their own hearts, but 
spring from the suggestions of the wicked 
one. Sometimes men are hurried into enor- 
mities, conceiving themselves particularly 
tempted, at which their mild natures would 
shudder, were they not influenced by this, 
deceitful doctrine. | 
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"Ti the belief in a devil did not obtain, 
men must either trace their sins to God as 
te autior, or admit they originate with 
themselves 3 and as they could not pre- 
gua. to charge God directly with sin, they 
would ef necessity, acknowiedge their own 
accotutab:uiy 3 aud repentance producing 
reformation, might justly be expected to re- 
gult from such a aappy conviction. Another 
sajousS CV aflsilig irom a belief in the ex- 
isicuice ol a devil, is the continual alarm and 
terrue that reigns in the weak minds, tinc- 
tueca With superstition, by the apprehension | 
of Sivuuc machination aad artifice. Every | 
inciunation to enjoyment, every expostula-| 
tion on religious faith, and even every sug-; 
gestion of truth, though in the very words 
of scripture, if it seems to contradict long 
received opinions, are all attributed to the 
seduction of Satan ; and thus the perpetual 
dread of an imaginary being, keeps the 
mind in darkness, and the heart in agita- 
tion. Wild enthusiasm, gloomy superstition, 
and a long train of delusive thoughts, suc- 
cessiyely distract the serious mind which is 
unlortunately beclouded by a belief in the 
devil. And what is worse, men suppose him 
to be so réfined in subtlety, and so irresist- 
ible in power, that vigilance is almost use- 
less, and the strongest heart cannot feel sub- 
jection to his will without horror and dis- 
may—hence a belief in the existence of the 
devil, has driven many weak persons to 
despair, which most assuredly is the natural 
consequence of such a wild doctrine. 
What idea must those men have of God, 
who believe that he has placed his feeble 
creatures in a situation so hopeless and 
cruel? Must they not conclude that God 
created man for the purpose of making him 
miserable ? And can the Creator be an ob- 
ject of love, veneration and gratitude, 
whilst he is viewed in connection with a 
malignant devil. If the account we have 
siven of the Devil he just, then all notions 
of witchcraft, or of being possessed of the 
devil, are vain and groundless. *Tis all de- 
cit and imposition on the weakness and 
credulity of mankind? For shame! Let us 
entertain more honorable sentiments of the 
moral government of God. Let us think 
ourselves safe under the protection of his 
providence ; safe from the malice both of 
devils and wicked men. Let us learn not to 
disturb ourselves with any vain or supersti- 
tious fears of evil spirits, for we are not 
subject to any malicious powerful beings. 
The Lord God Omnipotent reigns alone, 
whose tender mercies are over all his works. 
This consideration should fill us with ease 





and tranquillity, otherwise we do not give 
God the honor due to him; we do not re- 
pose that confidence in his providence 
which his wisdom and goodness require, 
and the security of our own happiness de- 
mands. O how different from the doctrines 
of devils are the views of God exhibited in 
the gospel of Jesus! There we read of one 
God and Father of all, who is above all 
through all, and in us all. That it is his 
gracious intention to save and render eter- 
nally happy all his intelligent offspring. 
There we behold no mighty devil to black- 
en the moral horizon, or frustrate and bafile 
the designs of the Deity. But on the contrary, 
a religion all mild and_ beautiful, that 
breathes nothing but pure benevolence, and 
evidently indicates the approximation of « 
period, in which truth will completely tr’ 
umph over error, and happiness be univei- 
sal. Amen! 

To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 
Sir—If you think the following communi- 

cation worth a place in your paper, you 

have liberty to insert it. 

It is painful to the sensibility of a good 
man or a christian, to be obliged to speak 
of the faults of others. But sometimes, du- 
ty to ourselves, the truth and the public, 
makes it necessary, as in the present case. 
[allude to the conduct of a methodist preach- 
er. But my methodist brethren are inform- 
ed, that I do not mean, by any means, to im- 
plicate them in these remarks. For as a 
class of worshippers,[ respect and love them. 
I believe they are a pious, devoted, honest 
people. Nevertheless,as with all denomin- 
ations, they have doubtless some among 
them ‘ who creep in unawares,’ and under 
the veil of sanctity, ‘ walk not after the spi 
it, but after the flesh,’ making long prayers, 
that they may deceive the people, and de- 
vour their substance. ‘The preacher refer- 
red tois one Hill,who itinerates in this coun- 
try, and is reputed by many of his brethren 
as an oracle and a prophet ; and verily he 
is not without honor save in his own coun- 
ty! Some time last winter I attended his 
meeting one evening in the village of James- 
town. My prejudices were all in his favor. 
I expected to be highly edified with his dis- 
course. He opened his meeting with fer- 
vent and solemn prayer. I became interest- 
ed, and felt willing to attend him at the 
throne of grace. He spoke the very desires 
of my heart. His soul seemed to expand, 
till he forgot all narrow creeds. His love 
to man had no bounds—he prayed for the 
downfall of satan’s kingdom, and the salva-, 
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tion of the whole world, and so warm and 
animated was his address I hegan to hope 
he might have faith as a grain of mustard 
seed, that God would really do according 
to his desire. It is true he prayed for the 
‘overthrow of such as preach peace where 
there is no peace.’ But this I imputed to 
his zeal which exceeded his knowledge of 
the scriptures ; especially Isa. lii. 7, ‘ how 
beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of 
him that bringeth good tidings, that publish 
peace, that bringeth good tidings ot good, 
and publisheth salvation;’ also, [’ph. ii. 14 
—17, Luke, ii. 14. He took for his subject 
the parable of the wheat and tares, and ob- 


served that the passage had just occurred to, 
his mind, and he should preach without’ 
little common sense, and a general know- 


premeditation ; of course, { supposed he 
would not be very confident of his opinion. 
For a divine can no more understand the 
scriptures without study, than a quack can 
understand the science of diseases and 
cures. 

His first statement was, that Christ deliv- 
ered his doctrine in parables, that it might be 
the more clearly understood by his hearers ! 
As this was a plain contradiction of the 10th 
and 11th verses of the same chapter, (Mat. 
13) 1 supposed he had not taken time to 
read the whole chapter. He next stated, 
that the wheat meant christians, and the 
tares sinners! I applied this to the condi- 
tions of the parable and thus queried. The 
son of man sowed the wheat in his field — 
Did he then create all the christians and 
place them in this world ? And while they 
slept did the devil, who sowed the tares, 
come and create sinners and scatter among 
them ? Again he stated, that sinners might 
pecome christians! What, the devil’s tares 
become wheat! Why then did not the 
householder order his servants to try to 
change the tares into wheat? And if they 
could not, to burn them at last for not 
changing themselves, and shifting owners ? 
But all christians were once sinners ; then, 
according to his explanation, the parable 
should have been thus, “ A certain hause- 
holder had a large field, and while he slepé, 
his enemy came and sowed it all with tares, 
and went his way; and when the house- 
hol ler awoke, he saw his field covered with 
tares, and said to his servants go and change 
a part of our enemies, tares into wheat, that 
we may have enough for our use, and the 
rent of the ground; and then gather the 
rest in bundles and burn them to all eter- 
nity.”” This minister proceeded on with ap- 
parent exultation; having got, as he sup- 
posed, a great part of mankind fast in hell, 


To give a description of that horrible 





a 
. a . . Place, 
he said he did not believe it was literal firg 


and brimstone, (for that was not warm e. 
nough to satisfy his temper) but he believed 


Jire and brimstone was a metaphor which 


represented a hell, as much more severe and 
tremendous, as a substance is more sub. 
stantial than a shade!!! Oh horrible! 
horrible! May God forgive him for this 
blasphemy. You know, sir, and so do all 
that are acquainted with language, that fig. 
urative expressions, instead of meaning 
much more than they affirm, generally 
mean much less;—they are usually hy- 
perbolical expressions, which can only be 
understood by their connexion and appli 
cation in the discourse, and by the help ofa 


ledge of composition. It is also true, that 
this kind of style was much more common 
when the Bible was written than now ; and 
those who are acquainted with the style of 
the ancients, know what allowance should 
be made for the different figures of speech 
that occur. Although Mr, H. had not pre 
meditated his discourse, he here assumed 
more than ordinary inspiration, and told of 
a hell infinitely hotter than had been re- 
vealed. And finally, this fire which was it- 
finitely more terrible than burning sulphur, 
was the wrath of God! Now, wrath or ar 
ger always gives most pain to the person 
in whose breast it dwells—if this be correct, 
and God has become so enraged, that his 
wrath burns hotter than an ocean of liquid 
fire, oh! what is the conclusion? He con 
cluded his discourse with a powerful exhor- 
tation that his hearers should endeavour to 
placate that divine wrath. And his whole 
sermon seemed to imply that he himself was 
much more merciful, much more righteous, 
and much more happy than his God! His 
meeting being closed, I gave him my hand, 
and the following conversation occurred 
between us; which I have copied as near 
as possible. 

T. Sir, I wish to have some conversation 
with you, if you please, 

H. I want no dispute with you. 

T. I should be very happy to ask you 
some questions, if you had no objections. 

H. 1 want no controversy with you, Sit- 

T. Why, do you think I want any with 
you? I wish to ask some questions for 1 
formation. 

H. You live near Brother Smith—you 
can talk with him: he is a methodist and ! 
am a methodist. 

T. If he were a methodist, probably he 


ad 


would no more talk than you: but he is @ 
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universalist, and therefore agrees with one say, upon a death-bed, that he expect- 


me. 


ed to be happy in heaven with all mankind, 


H. If he is a universalist, he has got to | and therefore could not die in peace? Suck 


come down. 


as die in horror cannot believe in the salva- 


T. He does not call himself a sitions. tion of all men. But it is their faith in dam- 
ist, he calls himself a methodist; but Ihave nation which gives them horror—therefore, 
heard him say, he did not believe in the end- it is my doctrine which will do to live or die 
less misery of any partofmankind. There-| by, and yours will not do for either. Did 


fore 1 call him a universalist. 


| you ever know a universal preacher die in 


H. If he has said so, he shall come down such horror ? 


in less than one week—Il’ll have him to | 


know. 

I’. He has said it, and it may easily be 
proved: therefore, I hope you will now in- 
struct me into the evidence of your doctrine. 


H. Mr. ‘Todd, it you will lay your hand | 


on your breast, and say in the presence of 
God, you fear your doctrine will fail, and 


H. Indeed, I have. 

T. Who was it? 

H. My Father. 

T. Was your father a universal preach- 
er? 

H. Yes—for fifty years. 





T’. He must have been very unpopular as 
such; if not, there were so few in his day, 


wish to inquire the way to heaven, I wili that I should have heard of him. Perhaps 
j | he was what you now take to be a universal 

7. Indeed ! Then I must first discover preacher, an abandoned wretch. And per- 
my error, and learn the truth, before you haps he no more understood. universalism 


talk with you. 


will condescend to instruct me ! 


iff am in than others do that die in horror, for the 


darkness, now is the time that I need your | want of it. ) 
i /f. I have no disposition to converse 
of Christ—he had compassion on the ignor-! with you. | You have declared me a hypo- 
ant, and such as were out of the way—he | crite. 


friendly aid. 


You profess to be a servant 


was always ready to instruct the humble in- 
quirer—and I cannot believe you to be above 
your master. 


As I listened to your dis-} 


t 


‘ 
' 


course, you advanced some ideas which I ' 


could not believe, and considering your good 
sense, it was very difficult for me to think 
you be lieved them yourself: however, for 
the sake of charity, 1 will try to believe you 


sincere, andif youare so, I do really wonder, | 


you will not condescend to show me your 
evidence in such clear and convincing man- 
ner, that 1 may be convinced and saved 
from error. 

H. You may call me a hypocrite if you 
lease. 

T. Ido not. But I only say, it did really 
puzzle me to think you believed things, to 
me so inconsistent. 

H. Your doctrine is a fine thing to live 
by. 
T. I know it is good to live by; it 
makes men honest and good, and I cannot 
see why a doctrine so good to live by 
should not be good to die by. 

H. But see them upon a death-bed— 
their doctrine fails, and they die in horror. 
{ have seen more than a hundred cases. 

T. I doubt whether such, either under- 
stand the sentiment or believe it. 

H. I do not know but you are the great- 
est ur iversalist in the world; perhaps no- 
body else understands it. 


TL. I do not mean so. Did you ever hear 


T. I did not say it. However, it aston- 
ishes me that. you can believe as you pro- 
fess, At least, 1 know you can have no sat- 
isfaction in the idea. 

H. It is my constant delight and all my 
comfort. 

T. I understood youto believe, Hell was 
a thousand times more severe than to be 
immersed in a lake of fire and brimstone, 
and that the most of mankind would be its 
victims to all eternity. 

H. That is my opinion, and we shall all 
find it so. My soul glories in the doctrine, 
and I feel to thank God for it. 

T. You cannot be so cruel. I have too 
much charity, now, to think yeu tell the 
truth. 

H. You may blackguard the methodists 
as much as you please. 

T. I have nothing to say of the method- 
ists. But your conduct, sir, this evening, 
does appear to me mysterious. When our 
Saviour was on earth, he found some who 
would not come to the light, least their 
deeds should be reproved. And I think I 
meet with some, who will not come to the 
light least their old systems should come 
down. 

Soon after this interview, the minis- 
ter was heard to tell his friend, that he did 
some good that evening at any rate; for he 
made the devil mad! Whether his devil 
was offended. pleased, or ashamed of his 
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conduct, I could not tell. I am informed 
that he has told his brethren the reasin why 
he would not converse with me, was, that 
he told me, if I would lay my hand on my 
breast, and say in the presence of God, that 
I was a sinner inquiring after truth, he 
would talk with me, and I answered that I 
would not. (The reader will perceive how 
little he adhered to the truth from the above 
dialogue.) Soon after our conversation, 
which was the only interview we ever had, 
he preached in Chautauque, at a school- 
house, which I frequently occupy, and de- 
clared in his sermon, that he had lately 
heard a certain preacher say—damnation 
in the scripture meant to stop water. He 
was careful, in this place, not to tell who 
this certain preacher was, but ridiculed 
the idea with much sarcasm and apparent 
triumph. The next Sunday he preached in 
Harmony, where I had not so many friends. 
There he stated in the same scurrilous and 
ludicrous manner, that Lewis C. Todd had 
Said, as above, in a public discourse at 
Warren. But here instead of hearing it 
himself, he was informed so! and was care- 
ful not to tell who informed him. The fact 
is, he has been at the expense of making 
the whole, as a means of militating against 
one whom he dare not oppose in the open 
field of fair investigation ; and a doctrine 
which he knew could never be shaken by 
candid and honest means. The above is 
but a specimen of the evil and disconnect- 
e! insinuations which he makes from place 
to place, (as I am told) about a certain 
preacher, as he expresses himself. From 
these circumstances I am led to. believe, 
that he knows not, or if he does, that his 
brethren know not what manner of spirit he 
is of. Let them look into these things. I 
have been abused by his misrepresentations, 
and the name of religion has been disgrac- 
ed. I am ready to substantiate what I have 
asserted. If they justify such unchristian 
and immoral conduct, I shall pray God to 
forgive their united wickedness; and if 
they will be deceived into satisfaction, by 
his subtle address, I shall pity them, and 
console myself with the reflection, that the 
hearts of all men shall be tried with the 
Refiner’s fire, and the truth of God shall 
prevail in spite of all the arts of man. 
Yours, 
LEWIS C. TODD. 
Ellery, May 25, 1823. 
Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and 
drink thy wine with a merry heart; jor God 
now accepteth thy works. Pealms. 








PERSECUTION. 
Absurd and vain attempt to bind 
With iron chains, the freeborn mind ; 
To force conviction, and reclaim 
The wand’ring, by destructive flame! 


Bold arrogance, to snatch from heaven 
Dominion not to mortals given ! 

O’er conscience to usurp the throne, 
Accountable to God alone ! 


Mad zeal! that fills the world with wo! 
That hurls down kingdoms at a blow! 
That wakens vengeance to devour 
The foes of antichristian power ! 


Jesus, thy gentle law of love 

Does no such cruelty approve ; 

Mild as thyself, thy doctrine wields 
No arms, but what persuasion yields. 


By proofs divine and reason strong, 
It draws the willing soul along ; 

And conquests to thy church acquires 
By eloquence, which Heaven inspires. 


O happy, who are thus compell’d 
To the rich feast, by Jesus held ! 
May we this blessing know, and prize 
The light which liberty supplics. 
Scorr, 
THE DUTY OF CARING FOR THE 
SOULS OF RELATIVES. - 
The above is the title of a Tract; in 
which the duty of saving the souls of rela- 
tives is urged. Does God save the souls of 
his relatives? If not, you must not save 
yours? You must be godly: God is the 
Father of all men. Is it your duty to save 
the souls of your cousins and distant rela- 
tions, and will God neglect to save the souls 
of his own offspring? Is a God of love, of 


' bess compassion tian you, a man of the dust t 


Is all the care and concern expressed by 
clergymen, for the souls of men, sincere ? 
Or, do not they say one thing, and mean 
another; writing, through mistake, the 
word souls, when their hearts say, salary ! 
Gospel Herald. 
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